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SECTION  1 
INTRODUCTION 


This  report  presents  the  results  of  work  relating  to  the  I>\'A 
infrared  field  program  performed  under  Contract  I  IN  A  (>01  -Tf)-C-001 .  Other 
work,  performed  under  the  same  contract,  dealing  with  recommendations  for 
improving  our  LIYIU  prediction  capability  for  a  nuclear  environment,  was 
reported  separately  in  Mission  Research  Corporation  report  MRC-R-583 
(Reference  1-1). 


Section  2  describes  calculations  performed  to  determine  the 

spatial  distribution  of  the  energy  deposition  rate  produced  in  the  upper 

atmosphere  by  the  injection  of  3-kcV  electron  beams  incident  at  various 

pitch  angles  to  the  earth's  magnetic  field,  and  the  resultant  brightness 
°  + 

at  ail  11  A  from  excitation  of  the  First  Negative  (0-0)  hand.  Contours 
of  constant  brightness,  viewing  normal  to  the  electron  beam,  arc  obtained 
and  are  used  in  making  comparisons  with  the  profile  of  a  video  image  recorded 
from  the  ground  near  White  Sands,  New  Mexico  during  the  PRHCFDI:  II  event. 

Section  3  reports  the  preliminary  results  of  a  comparison  made 

O 

between  calculations  of  the  3P14  A  brightness  from  a  3-kV,  7-A  electron 
beam  at  an  altitude  of  123  km  and  reduced  photographic  data  from  an  image 
recorded  by  a  camera  on  board  the  liXChlib  rSPF.CTHAI.  rocket  over  Poker  flat, 
Alaska.  The  significant  differences  between  theory  and  experiment  are 


Section  I  is  an  overall  summary  of  the  results  and  conclusions 
in  the  previous  two  sections,  and  presents  recommendations  for  work  to 
help  clarify  the  apparent  anomalous  behavior  of  electron  beams  in 
i:\CI.PI  exper  i  men  t  s . 
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SECTION  2 

PRECEDE/EXCEDE  CALCULATIONS 


PRELIMINARY 

The  EXCEDE  exper imcnt s ,  in  which  observations  are  made  of  the 
opt ical/infrared  (TR1  and  ionication  effects  of  energy  deposition  in  the 
atmosphere  by  beams  of  kilovolt  electrons,  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Air  Force  Geophysics  Laboratory  (AFGL]  for  DX’A  in  the  past  few  years.  The 
ionication  levels  and  deposition  rates  achieved  in  these  experiments  approxi¬ 
mately  simulate  those  of  a  high-altitude  nuclear  detonation,  albeit  over  a 
much  more  confined  volume  of  space.  Calculation  of  the  1R  emission  from  the 
dosed  regions  proceeds  in  a  manner  analogous  to  that  for  a  nuclear  detonation, 
the  calculation  in  both  cases  starting  from  the  spatial  distribution  of  prompt 
energy  deposition.  Comparison  between  the  calculated  and  observed  emissions 
in  these  experiments  should  serve  as  an  important  aid  in  determining  the 
validity  of  our  calculat ional  techniques  for  a  nuclear  environment.  The 
purpose  of  the  work  reported  in  this  section  is  twofold.  First,  to  attempt 
to  verify  the  first  step  in  such  a  calculation,  namely,  t lie  prompt  energy 
deposition  surrounding  the  electron  gun.*  Second,  to  provide  energy  deposi¬ 
tion  contours  as  an  aid  in  planning  future  EXCEDE-type  experiments. 


*  A  portion  of  this  work  was  supported  under  Subcon. ract  78-01. A  from  Utah 
State  University,  under  the  auspices  of  Ail'd.. 
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The  basis  for  the  present  work  is  described  in  Reference  2-1.  In 
that  report,  the  theory  of  electron  deposition  in  a  magnetic  field  was 
developed  and  a  code  for  determining  the  spatial  distribution  of  energy  de¬ 
posited  about  an  electron  gun  in  the  atmosphere  was  subsequently  constructed. 
The  theory,  embodied  in  the  code,  is  applicable  when  the  electron  mean  free 
path,  X,  is  at  least  twice  the  Larmour  radius,  R  .  Under  these  conditions, 
the  magnetic  field  provides  the  main  symmetry  and  controls  the  radial  dis¬ 
persion  of  the  deposition  which  is  then  independent  of  altitude.  In  the 
opposite  limit,  X/R^  <<  1 ,  the  magnetic  field  is  unimportant,  deposition 
symmetry  is  about  the  beam  axis,  and  the  radial  dispersion  is  altitude  de¬ 
pendent.  An  altitude  plot  of  X/R^,  for  selected  values  of  the  initial 
electron  energy,  is  shown  in  Figure  2-1.  From  this  figure  we  see  that  for  a 
3  keV  beam  (which  is  characteristic  of  the  EXCEDE  experiments)  the  code  should 
be  applicable  at  altitudes  above  about  94  km. 

In  Reference  2-1,  sample  results  are  shown  for  a  3-keV  electron 

beam  incident,  initially,  at  various  pitch  angles,  0^,  to  the  earth's  magnetic- 

field.  Included  are  contour  plots  of  the  volume  deposition  rate  in  scaled 

units  (eV/gm)  as  functions  of  the  radial  distance  (meters)  from  the  central 

2 

guiding  field  line  and  distance  (gm/cm  )  along  the  field  line  from  the 
electron  gun  nozzle.  In  the  present  work,  we  have  gone  beyond  these  calcu¬ 
lations  by  (1)  extending  the  spatial  region  over  which  the  calculations  are 
performed  by  approximately  a  factor  of  2  in  both  along-the-f ield  and  normal- 
to-the-field  directions,  (2)  performing  the  calculations  for  different 
electron  pitch  angles,  and  (3)  providing  contours  of  brightness  (column 
deposition  rate)  normal  to  the  earth's  field. 

The  results  of  these  calculations  are  presented  below  together  with 
a  detailed  comparison  between  a  calculated  and  observed  image  from  the  PRECEDE 
II  event. 
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ENERGY  DEPOSITION  BY  3-KEV  ELECTRON  BEAM 


The  electron  beam  deposition  code  has  been  run  to  obtain  results 

relating  to  the  spatial  distribution  of  energy  about  HeV  beams  for  parametric 

values  of  the  initial  electron  pitch  ancle  .  1  tie  Lev  quant  it v  calculated  is 

•  o  ■ 

t  tie  volume  deposition  rate,  d-  bit,  from  which  other  useful  quantities  can  be 

determined.  In  Reference  2-1,  normalized  volume  deposition  rate  contours  for 

a  single  3  keV  electron  were  presented  for  pitch  angles  between  0°  and  90° 

incremented  by  IS0.  those  calculations  hire  repeated  for  a  larger  deposition 

volume  and  augmented  by  additional  calculations  for  pitch  angles  65°,  80°, 

85°,  and  88°.  figures  d-d  and  2-3  show  sample  results  for  =  0°  and  88°, 

respectively.  In  these  figures,  the  ordinate.  R,  is  the  distance  (meters') 

along  a  normal  to  t  tie  initial  guiding  field  l.ine,  the  abscissa,  Z,  is  the 

distance  i  gm  cm  "l  along  the  initial  guiding  field  line  measured  from  the 

gun  exit.  Deposition  at  negative  values  for  Z  arises  from  electron 

scattering.  the  contour  values  arc  in  units  of  eV  gm  '  but  they  can  be 

- S  - 1  18 

converted  to  units  of  eV  cm  '  sec  by  multiplying  by  6.25*10  I g ,  where 
I  is  the  current  in  amperes  and  .  is  the  local  density  in  gm  cm  .  The 
distance,  Z,  parallel  to  the  field  can  be  converted  to  unitsof  cm  by 
d i v id ing  by  .  . 

figures  2-4  through  2-14  show  contours  of  constant  brightness 
(column  deposition  rate)  viewing  normal  to  the  field  lines  for  a  single 
3-keV  electron  incident,  initially,  at  selected  pitch  angles,  0  ,  to  the 
earth's  field.  The  ordinate,  D,  is  the  perpendicular  distance  (meters)  from 
the  initial  guiding  field  line  and  the  abscissa,  Z,  is  again  t lie  distance 

_  7 

(gm  cm  “)  along  the  field  from  the  gun  exit.  To  convert  to  real  space, 

divide  Z  by  p,  and  to  convert  the  contour  values,  in  units  of  eV  cm  gm  ' , 
-2-1  18 

to  units  of  eV  cm  sec  ,  multiply  by  6.25  *  10  Id.  The  contour  values 

0 

can  be  converted  to  units  of  k i lorayleighs  (k R )  of  3914  A  emissions  as  follows:* 

Of 

kR(3914  A)  =  8 . 9  *  1 0 (amps) p (gm  cm  '')  *  Contour  Value 

*  This  conversion  assumes  a  fluorescence  efficiency  for  the  first 
Negative  emission  at  3914  A  of  4.5  *  10~‘\ 
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Fiqure  2-2  Volume  deposition  rate  of  3-keV  electron  beam  in  earth 
magnetic  field  in  normalized  units  for  current  of 
1  electron/sec,  9=0°. 
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Figure  2-3.  Volume  deposition  rate  of  3-keV  electron  beam  in  earth 
magnetic  field  in  normalized  units  for  current  of 
1  electron/sec,  0  =88°. 
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field  for  a  current  of  1  electron/sec. 
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Contours  of  normalized  brightness  perpendicular  to  earth  s  inaqn< 
field  for  a  current  of  1  electron/sec,  9  =  65° . 
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B  =  2.42E1  I  =  3.77E3 

85°  C  =  6.08E1  J  =  6.14E3 
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Contours  of  normalized  brightness  perpendi cul ar  to  earth's  magnetic 
field  for  a  current  of  1  electron/sec,  0  =88'. 


A  =  2.53E1  (eV  cm  grn"1)  H  =  3.18E3 
B  =  6.05E1  I  =  5.09E3 
C  =  1.36E2  J  =  7.83E3 


curren 


Figure  2-15  is  a  plot  of  the  quantity  G(R),  where 


G(R) 


GO 

s  /at 

_O0 


(2-1) 


is  the  column  deposition  rate,  for  a  single  electron,  parallel  to  the  magnetic 
field  as  a  function  of  distance,  R  (meters),  from  the  initial  guiding  field 

O 

line.  To  convert  to  kilorayleighs  (3914  A),  multiply  the  ordinate  by 
8.9  »  10^  I  (amps) . 


Figures  2-16  and  2-17  show  the  column  deposition  rate  normal  to 

(and  through)  the  initial  guiding  field  line  as  a  function  of  distance, 

-2  0 
Z(gm  cm  ),  along  the  field.  To  convert  to  kilorayleighs  (3914  A),  multiply 

6  3 

the  ordinate  by  8.9 x  10  I(amps)p(gm  cm  ). 

COMPARISON  WITH  PRECEDE  II  IMAGE 


To  check  the  reasonableness  of  the  foregoing  brightness  contours, 
we  have  attempted  to  compare  our  calculations  with  a  video  camera  image 
recorded  during  the  PRECEDE  II  experiment  that  took  place  over  the  White 
Sands  Missile  Range,  New  Mexico,  on  13  December  1977.  This  experiment, 
described  in  Reference  2-2,  was  an  engineering  test  of  a  rocket-borne 
electron  accelerator  module,  providing  a  pulsed  3-kV,  7-A  electron  beam,  and 
of  a  newly  designed  liquid-^  cooled  infrared  Michelson  interferometer. 

For  orientation  purposes.  Figure  2-18  shows  a  plan  view  of  the 
White  Sands  Missile  Range  including  the  rocket  trajectory  and  various  ground 
observation  stations  for  the  PRECEDE  II  event.  The  electron  gun  was  operated 
in  a  pulse  mode  with  a  6  sec  period,  4.3  sec  on  and  1.7  sec  off,  on  ascent 
between  about  97  km  and  apogee  at  102.34  km,  and  down  to  about  80  km  on 
descent.  The  luminosity  produced,  including  prompt  air  fluorescence  and  air 
afterglow  emissions,  was  video  recorded  at  the  Stallion  Optical  Site 
(Figure  2-18)  with  the  aid  of  the  Air  Force's  14-inch  and  31-inch  diameter 
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G(R)  (eV  cm 


R  (meters) 

Column  deposition  rate,  for  a  single  electron,  parallel  to  the 
earth's  field,  for  parametric  values  of  the  electron's  initial 
pitch  angle. 


N(magnetic) 


Figure  2-18.  PRECEDE  II  experiment:  White  Sands  missil 
range  map  (from  Reference  2-2). 
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satellite  tracking  telescope  systems  (GKODSS  facility).  A  pictorial  sketch 
of  the  viewing  geometry  involved  and  the  energy  deposition  volume  aligned 
witn  earth's  Held,  B,  is  shown  in  Figure  2-19.  A  time  sequence  of  video 
images  (not  shown  in  this  report)  for  a  single  pulse  period  near  rocket 
apogee  shows  first,  at  .04  sec  after  gun  turn-on,  a  clean  image  due  only  to 
prompt  fluorescence  (Reference  2-3).  By  0.6  sec  the  image  is  broader  due 
to  the  appearance  of  afterglow  emission.  This  afterglow  emission  tends  to 
dominate  and  mask  the  prompt  fluorescence-emitting  deposition  volume  until 
gun  shut-off  at  4.3  sec. 

The  image  that  we  have  chosen  to  represent  the  luminous  prompt 
deposition  volume  is  the  one  recorded  .04  sec  after  beam  turn-on  when  the 
electron  gun  was  just  past  apogee  on  descent  at  102.5-km  altitude.  At  this 
time,  according  to  ARIL  calculations  (Reference  2-3),  the  gun  was  firing 
down  the  field  (toward  the  earth)  with  the  beam  axis  at  a  pitch  angle  of 
about  63°  to  the  earth's  field.  However,  the  beam  had  a  full  cone  angle  of 
30°  and  at  .04  sec  electrons  with  pitch  angles  from  48°  to  80°  are  calculated 
to  have  been  present.  Based  on  the  AFGL  results,  we  estimate  the  moan  pitch 
angle  was  about  65°. 

O 

Some  calculated  characteristics  of  the  .3914-4  emission  intensity 
for  a  ?  amp,  3  keV  electron  beam  at  102.3-km  altitude  are  shown  in  Figures 

O 

2-20  and  2-21.  Figure  2-20  shows  the  3914  A  brightness,  normal  to  the 
magnetic  field,  as  a  function  of  distance*  along  the  central  (guiding)  field 
lino  for  electron  pitch  angles  of  60°,  65°,  and  80°.  The  peak  brightness  in 
these  cases  is  2.5,  1.8,  and  2.4  MR,  respectively.  As  seen,  the  intensity 
drops  rapidly  with  distance  in  cither  direction  along  the  field  from  the 
gun,  falling  by  an  order  of  magnitude  500  meters  down  the  field. 

*  Distances  measured  upward  along  the  field  from  the  gun  are  positive; 
downward  along  the  field  arc  negative. 
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Brightness  (kilorayleighs) 


Altitude  =  102.3  km 


E 


Figure  2-21  shows  the  calculated  off-axis  brightness,  at  3914  A 
normal  to  the  magnetic  field,  along  a  line  through  the  electron  gun,  for 
pitch  angles  of  65°  and  80°.  The  intensity  is  seen  to  drop  rapidly  in  a 

direction  away  from  the  guiding  field  line,  falling  by  an  order  of  magnitude 

in  a  radial  distance  of  about  20  meters. 

To  compare  the  observed  image  with  our  calculations,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  correct  it  for  the  foreshortening  effect,  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  angle  between  the  line  of  sight  from  the  observer’s  station  and 
the  magnetic  field  was  about  25°  rather  than  90°  (see  Figure  2-19),  and  to 
thus  reconstruct  the  image  as  it  would  appear  when  viewed  normal  to  the 
magnetic  field.  The  middle  profile  in  Figure  2-22  shows  the  results  of  our 
reconstruction.  It  has  a  maximum  diameter,  normal  to  the  magnetic  field, 

of  about  70  meters,  and  down-  and  up-field  dimensions  of  about  0.83  and 

0.50  km,  respectively.  To  compare  the  image  with  our  calculated  brightness 
contours,  we  have  used  Figures  2-4  to  2-14  to  construct  contours  of  constant 
brightness,  in  real  space  units  for  an  altitude  of  102.3  km,  that  have  maxi¬ 
mum  radial  diameters  of  70  meters.  Two  of  these  contours  are  shown  in 
Figure  2-22.  The  top  one,  calculated  for  a  pitch  angle  of  80°,  corresponds 

O 

to  a  3914-A  brightness  of  78  kR.  The  bottom  one,  calculated  for  a  pitch 
angle  of  65°,  corresponds  to  a  brightness  of  56  kR. 

The  most  favorable  comparison  with  the  observed  image  in  Figure  2-22 
occurs  for  a  pitch  angle  of  65°.  Here  the  ratio  of  down-field  to  up-field 
lengths  is  about  right.  For  smaller  pitch  angles,  this  ratio  is  too  large, 
relative  to  the  observed  image;  for  larger  pitch  angles,  it  is  too  small. 

For  example,  for  the  80°  case  shown  in  Figure  2-22,  the  down-field  dimension 
is  more  nearly  equal  to  the  up-field  dimension  than  what  is  actually  observed. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  most  favorable  comparison  between  theory 
and  experiment  occurs  when  the  pitch  angle  for  the  calculated  image  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  mean  pitch  angle  for  the  observed  image.  Better  agreement 
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Radial  Distance  Normal  to  Field  (meters) 


O 

Figure  2-21.  Calculated  brightness  at  3914  A  normal  to  magnetic  field 
along  line  through  electron  gun. 


radial  diameter  of  70  meters. 


SECTION  3 

EXCEDE :SPECTRAL  CALCULATIONS 


PRELIMINARY 

The  KXCTDH : SPKCTRAL  payload  was  launched  from  Poker  Plat,  Alaska 
on  October  19,  1979  carrying  4  electron  gun  modules  each  capable  of  delivering 
an  8-A  beam  of  3  keV  electrons.  As  described  in  Reference  3-1,  the  payload 
contained  an  array  of  ultraviolet,  visible,  and  cryogenic  infrared  spectrom¬ 
eters,  photometers,  and  both  film  and  television  cameras.  In  addition,  a 
number  of  remote  sites  were  used  to  augment  the  measurement  capability  of 
the  experiment,  with  instruments  that  included  ground-based  film  and  tele¬ 
vision  cameras. 

One  on-board  camera,  with  fast  black-and-white  film  and  a  filter 
°  + 

cutting  off  above  4600  A,  measured  principally  emission  in  .V,  first  Negative 
air-fluorescence  bands  and,  secondarily,  some  N-,  Second  Positive  bands.  It 
is  reduced  data  from  this  camera  that  is  of  primary  concern  to  us  in  this 
section.  Some  consideration  will  also  be  given  to  preliminary  optical  data 
from  one  of  the  ground-based  cameras. 

This  experiment  is  the  first  of  its  nature  to  provide  on  board 
photographic  data  suitable  for  determining  radiance  contours  of  prompt 

O 

emission,  especially  near  3914  A.  It  is,  therefore,  particularly  useful 
in  checking  the  applicability  of  predictive  codes  that  calculate  the  spatial 
dependence  of  the  energy  deposition  rate  surrounding  electron  beams  in  space. 
This  section  describes  the  results  of  a  comparison  between  our  code  calcula- 
lations  and  the  reduced  photographic  data  for  one  particular  gun  pulse, 
corresponding  to  an  altitude  of  123  km  on  rocket  ascent. 


Figure  3-1  (from  Reference  3-1)  shows  the  relative  positions,  on 
the  rochet  payload,  of  the  four  electron  guns  and  the  camera,  along  with  a 
plan  view  of  the  projection  of  the  camera's  field  of  view  and  the  region 
into  which  electrons  from  liXCLDIi  :SPIiCTRAl.  gun  :il  may  deposit  energy. 

Positions  of  other  instruments  are  indicated  by  the  letters  A  through  !■'. 

1'h o  guns  were  pulsed  with  on  and  off  times  nominally  I  and  3  sec,  respectively 
the  electrons  emerging  from  each  gun  in  a  cone  of  semi  angle  about  13°.  On 
rocket  ascent,  the  axes  of  the  cones  were  approximately  aligned  with  the 
earth's  magnetic  field  with  the  guns  firing  up  the  field.  For  the  pulse 
corresponding  to  an  altitude  of  about  123  km  on  ascent,  which  we  shall  he 
considering  here,  onl>  gun  -4  was  firing.  The  current  was  approximately  7  A. 

CODE  CALCULATIONS  AND  COMPARISONS  WITH  PHOTOMETRICS  DATA 

Our  electron  deposition  code,  described  in  Reference  2-1,  was 
modified  to  calculate  the  energy  deposition  rate  surrounding  a  3-keV 
electron  beam  that  emerges  from  the  gun  in  a  cone  of  half  angle  13°,  with 
axis  aligned  along  the  earth's  field.  The  electrons  are  assumed  to  emerge 
uniformly  over  the  initial  pitch-angle  range  from  0°  to  15°. 

Figure  3-2  shows  contours  of  constant  energy  deposition  rate 

( eV  gm  *)  for  a  single  3-heV  electron  with  0°  pitch  angle.  The  ordinate 

is  the  radial  distance  (m)  from  the  central  guiding  field  line,  and  the 

•> 

abscissa  is  the  normalized  distance  (gm  cm  “)  along  the  field  line  measured 
from  the  gun  position.  As  described  in  Section  2,  the  contours  can  he 
converted  to  units  of  eV  cm  sec  *  by  multiplying  by  b.2Sx  in'1  I  and 
the  distance  along  the  field  can  be  converted  to  units  of  cm  by  dividing  by 
the  local  density,  ,>. 

Figure  3-3  shows  corresponding  contours  for  the  case  where  the 
initial  electron  pitch  angle  is  smeared  over  a  cone,  of  half  angle  13°, 
aligned  with  the  magnetic  field.  Inspection  of  Figures  3-2  and  3-3  shows 
them  to  be  ven  similar,  except  in  the  region  near  the  electron  gun  where 
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Figure  3-1.  Plan  view  of  the  projection  of  the  cameras'  field  of 
view  and  the  region  into  which  electrons  from  EXCEDE: 
SPECTRAL  accelerator  #4  deposit  energy  (as  measured 
by  the  cameras)  (from  Reference  3-1). 
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Figure  3-2.  Volume  deposition  rate  (eV  gm~  )  of  3-keV  electron  beam  in 
earth's  magnetic  field  in  normalized  units  for  current  of 
1  electron/sec;  beam  initially  parallel  with  0°  pitch  angle 
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Figure  3-3.  Volume  deposition  rate  (eV  gm”  )  of  3-keV  electron  beam  in 
earth's  magnetic  field  in  normalized  units  for  current  of 
1  electron/sec;  beam  initially  in  cone  of  semi  angle  15° 
with  axis  parallel  to  magnetic  field. 
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t  ho  ".I"  contour  I  actually  just  a  point )  is  nearly  5  times  larger  in  the  u° 
case  that'  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  cone  where  the  energy  is  more  smeared  out. 
Turfhermt  'e,  the  peak  value  of  the  energy  deposition  f point  ".I")  for  the  0° 
cast'  occurs  at  1-0  whereas,  for  the  cone,  if  occurs  at  I'>0. 

figure  o-l  (from  Reference  3- 1 )  shows  the  radiance  d i stri hut i on* 
in  the  image  plane  of  the  camera  inferred  by  Photometries  from  densitometer 
analysis  of  the  photographic  film  for  a  frame  corresponding  to  an  altitude 
of  173  km.  I. inear  distances  along  the  ordinate  and  abscissa  of  figure  a- 1 
are  proportional  to  distances  on  the  film  negative'.  Instance  measured  along 
the  beam  from  the  gun  (•■4 )  nott'le,  and  also  the  .angle  to  the  magnetic  field 
(see  figure  3-1),  are  shown  along  the  ordinate.  Distance  measured  perpen¬ 
dicular  to  the  beam  for  this  projection  is  shown  by  dashed  lines.  The 

-a  .  ]  -\ 

radiance  contours  are  in  units  of  ergs  cm  see  ster  .  Notice  the  saddle 
point  (relative  minimum)  in  the  intensity  that  occurs  when  the  angle  to 
the  magnetic  field  is  about  45°.  The  intensity  is  seen  to  increase  from  this 
point  as  the  angle  with  the  field  decreases  (viewing- region  farther  along 
the  beam)  and  also  as  the  angle  increases  (viewing-region  closer  to  the  gun). 


figure  .S-5  is  the  calculated  3914  A  radiance  in  the  image  plane 

of  the  camera  corresponding  to  the  case  of  a  parallel  beam  with  0°  initial 

pitcli  angle.  figure  3-6  is  the  corresponding  representation  for  a  conical 

beam  of  half  angle  15°,  and  is  the  appropriate  one  to  compare  with  t  lit' 

photographic  data  shown  in  figure  3-4.  These  results  are  based  on  an  assumed 

°  ^ 

fluorescence  efficiency  at  3914  A  of  4.5*  10  an  atmospheric  density  of 
l.-17  *  10  gm  cm  and  a  beam  current  of  7  A. 


These  radiance  valucs0are  for  the  entire  filter  hand  that  extends  f r >m 
about  3600  A  to  4700  A.  They  are  assumed  to  oipial  approx i mat e 1 \  1 .  - 

times  the  radiance  values  due  to  3914  A  emission  alone  (Kefcreno-  '-71. 
The  actual  data,  referred  to  here  as  the  "in-hand  data,"  when  reduced 
by  a  factor  of  1.5,  will  he  referred  to  as  t  he  "391  1  A  dat a. " 


v. 
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Calculated  radiance  (3914A)  distribution  in  image  plane  of 
camera  (corresponding  to  Figure  3-4)  for  the  case  where  the 
electron  beam  is  initially  in  a  cone  of  semi  angle  15°  with 
cone  axis  parallel  to  the  earth's  field. 


Comparison  of  Figures  .1-4  and  3-6  reveals  a  large  discrepancy  in 
both  the  magnitude  and  shape  of  the  contours  of  constant  brightness, 
especially  in  the  region  within  about  7  meters  of  the  electron  gun.  The 
saddle  point,  or  relative  minimum  on  axis  at  about  4.3  meters  from  the  gun, 
that  is  evident  in  the  data  of  Figure  3-4,  is  entirely  missing  in  Figure  3-3. 
Rather,  the  calculations  show  a  monotonic  decrease  in  brightness  as  the 
viewing  angle  to  the  magnetic  field  increases  from  1°  to  90°,  When  the 
sight  path  is  normal  to  the  magnetic  field  (on-axis  viewing  point-  1.673 
meters  from  gun  M),  the  observed  in-band  intensity  (Figure  3-11  is  about 

-  ■>  -i  -1  _■>  _]  _]  ° 

13  ergs  cm  sec  ster  (or  10  ergs  cm  “  sec  ster  at  3911  A1 .  The 

calculated  intensity  (Figure  3-6),  under  the  same  viewing  conditions,  is 
-  ■>  - 1  - 1 

about  0.07  ergs  cm  “  sec  ster  ,  which  is  142  times  smaller  than  the 
3911  A  data. 


At  larger  distances  from  the  gun,  the  discrepancy  between  the 
data  and  the  calculations  is  less  but  still  significant.  For  example,  the 

O 

difference  between  the  calculated  and  observed  projected  radiance  (at  3914  A) 
for  points  at  6,  10,  and  23  meters  from  the  gun  are  factors  of  about  4, 

6,  and  10,  respectively,  whereas  the  brightest  point  calculated  (correspond¬ 
ing  to  a  viewing  angle  to  the  magnetic  field  of  1°,  or  to  a  point  163  m 
from  the  gun)  is  a  factor  of  only  1.6  less  than  the  brightest  down-t he- f i e Id 
point  shown  in  the  data. 

The  apparent  radial  dimension  of  the  beam,  inferred  from  the  data, 
is  also  larger  than  that  inferred  from  the  calculations.  For  example,  at 
a  point  23  m  from  the  gun,  Figure  3-4  shows  that  the  0.1  "in-band"  brightness 
contour  is  at  a  radial  distance  of  about  4.3  m.  This  is  to  be  compared 
with  a  corresponding  radial  distance  of  only  about  2  m  inferred  from 
Figure  3-6. 

Further  comparisons  between  the  photographic  data  and  the  calcu¬ 
lations  are  shown  in  Figures  3-7  and  3-8.  Figure  3-7  shows  the  brightness 
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log  (BRIGHTNESS,  ergs  cm  1  sec 


Figure  3-7.  EXCEDE : SPECTRAL  radiance  projected  to  the  onboard  camera 

along  the  electron  beam  axis  and  also  viewing  perpendicular 
to  the  axis;  calculation  and  photographic  data  compared. 
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BRIGHTNESS 


projected  to  the  i magi'  plane,  and  also  normal  to  the  beam  axis,  as  functions 
of  distance  from  the  accelerator.  Both  the  "in-band"  photographic  data 

O 

(from  Reference  3-1)  and  the  calculated  3914  A  values  are  shown.  To  directly 
compare  these  curves,  the  calculated  brightness  should  be  multiplied  by  1.5. 
Consistent  with  figure  3-4,  the  photographic  data  show  a  rapid  decrease  in 
intensity  in  the  first  4  meters  from  the  accelerator.  However,  beyond 
about  9  or  10  meters  from  the  accelerator,  the  observed  intensity  normal 

_  -I 

to  the  beam  remains  roughly  constant  at  a  value  of  .about  1.15  ergs  cm 

sec  *  ster  *.  In  this  region  the  behavior  of  the  data  and  the  theoretical 

curves  are  quite  similar,  except  in  magnitude,  with  the  calculated  intensity 
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normal  to  the  beam  being  about  a  factor  of  10  less  than  the  .5914  A  data. 

figure  3-8  shows  the  observed  and  calculated  radiance  projected 
to  the  onboard  camera  transverse  to  the  electron  beam’s  axis  at  distances 
of  1  m  and  (>  m  from  the  accelerator.  Again,  for  a  direct  comparison  of 
these  curves,  the  calculated  values  should  be  multiplied  by  a  factor  of  1.5. 
When  this  is  done,  we  find  that  the  calculated  brightness  through  the  beam 
axis  is  less  than  the  photographic  data  by  factors  of  about  8.5  and  8.0 
at  4  m  and  (>  m,  respectively,  from  the  gun. 

COMPARISON  WITH  PRELIMINARY  TIC  DATA 

Ground-based  photograph i c  observations  of  the  EXCEDF.: SPECTRAL 
event  were  made  by  the  Technology  International  Corporation  (TIC).  Some 
preliminary  results  of  their  dens i tometri c  analysis  for  three  pulse  images 
have  been  made  available  to  us  (Reference  3-7).  These  preliminary  results 
give  relative  radiance  values  as  a  function  of  distance  along  the  beam. 

We  have  attempted  to  compare  our  calculated  values  of  radiance 
normal  to  the  beam  with  the  TIC  data  for  the  case  of  a  pulse  recorded  when 
the  payload  was  at  an  altitude  of  124  km  on  ascent.  The  results  are  shown 


in  Figure  3-9.  The  photographic  data  have  boon  arbitrarily  normal  i  red  t<> 
the  calculated  intensity  at  a  distance  of  a  km  along  the  beam  from  the 
accelerator.  The  origin  in  the  abscissa  scale  is  the  position  "f  the 
elec  trim  run. 

Although  tin.'  peak  relative  intensity  is  not  given  for  the  photo¬ 
graphic  data,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  from  figure  3-9  that  the  ground- 
based  data  support  a  considerable  enhancement  of  the  brightness  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  gun,  at  least  qua  1 i t a t  i ve 1 v  consistent  with  the  on-board 
camera  observations.  firmer  conclusion  can  be  reached  only  alter  absolute 
radiance  values  have  been  assigned  to  tne  TIC  data. 

COMMENTS 


It  is  obvious  from  the  foregoing  comparisons  that  the  theoretically 
inferred  deposition  of  energy  surrounding  the  electron  beam  does  not  agree 
with  the  photographic  data,  at  least  in  the  region  within  a  few  meters  of  the 
electron  gun  where  the  observed  intensity  is  up  to  two  orders-of-magn i t tide 
greater.  There  is,  thus,  a  very  bright  region  near  the  gun  that  the  theory, 
based  on  single  particle  deposition  in  an  ambient  atmosphere,  does  not 
predict.  As  for  the  beam  farther  from  the  gun,  it  is  difficult  to  unravel 
accurately  its  behavior  by  analysis  of  the  onboard  photographic  data  (figure 
3-1)  because  most  lines  of  sight  from  the  camera  transverse  the  close-in 
bright  region  which  tends  to  mask  emission  from  the  more  remote  regions. 

Thus,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  field  data  presented  in  Figure  3-7,  for 
distances  greater  than  about  10  meters  from  the  accelerator,  may  overestimate 
the  actual  radiance  normal  to  the  beam  axis.  However,  even  if  this  is  the 
case,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  distortion  could  account  for  the  full  factor 
of  10  difference  between  theory  and  experiment. 


v 
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Figure  3-9.  EXCEDE:SPECTRAL  radiance  (3914A)  normal  to  beam  axis  at 
124  km  (ascent);  calculation  and  photographic  data 
compared. 


The  theory,  upon  which  our  code  is  based,  and  which  is  described 
in  detail  in  Reference  2-1,  gives  results  that  are  in  good  agreement  with 
laboratory  data  by  Grim  (Reference  .1  - 3 1  and  Cohn  and  Caledonia  (Reference 
3-1),  and  with  other  codes,  for  example  the  Lockheed  code  (Reference  3-3). 
Therefore,  to  the  extent  that  the  electron  beam  can  be  treated  as  a  collection 
of  independent  particles  depositing  energy  in  the  ambient  atmosphere,  we 
feel  that  our  code  results  are  essentially  correct.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  photographic  data  reduction  is  probably  also  essentially  correct. 

The  reason  for  the  discrepancy  is  not  known  for  sure  at  the 
present  time.  However,  it  may  well  owe  its  origin  to  the  possibility  that 
the  beam  electrons  near  the  gun  are  not  acting  independently  nor  depositing 
their  energy  primarily  in  ambient  air.  Bernstein  et  al .  (Reference  3-6) 
have  found  that  for  electron  beam  experiments  conducted  in  a  large  vacuum 
tank  environment  (that  simulates  the  pressure  and  earth's  magnetic  field  at 
altitudes  between  about  110  and  ISO  km)  a  beam  plasma  discharge  (BCD)  occurs 
when  the  beam  current  exceeds  a  certain  critical  value.  After  onset  of  t lie 

O 

BPH,  a  large  increase  in  the  3914-A  intensity  is  observed  to  occur,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  large  radial  expansion  of  the  beam  profile  to  the  point  where 
single  particle  trajectory  features  disappear.  The  conditions  required  for 
onset  of  the  BPP  appear  to  he  fulfilled  in  the  hXGHOk  experiments. 
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SECTION  4 


SUMMARY,  CONCLUSIONS,  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 


This  report  describes  work  performed  to  determine  the  adequacy  of 
an  electron  energy-deposition  code  (which  is  based  on  single  particle 
dynamics  and  is  consistent  with  the  theory  inherent  in  nuclear  predictive 
codes)  to  account  for  the  magnitude  and  spatial  distribution  of  energy 
deposition  surrounding  electron  beams  in  space.  For  this  purpose,  com¬ 
parisons  were  made  between  our  code  predictions  and  camera  data  relating 
to  the  PRECEDE  II  and  EXCEDE : SPECTRAL  experiments. 

The  PRECEDE  II  analysis  involved  a  comparison  between  the  sire 
and  shape  of  a  video  camera  image  of  a  pulse  at  an  altitude  of  102  km, 
recorded  from  the  ground,  and  the  calculated  profile.  Radiance  values  from 
the  field  data  are  not  available  for  comparison.  The  EXCEDE : SPECTRAL  work 
involved  primarily  a  detailed  comparison  between  the  calculated  and  observed 
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radiance  (.SUIT  A)  distribution,  in  the  image  plane  of  an  on-board  black  and 
white  camera,  for  a  beam  pulse  at  an  altitude  of  12.T  km.  Secondarily,  it 
involved  a  comparison  with  preliminary  photographic  data  recorded  from  the 
ground  on  a  similar  pulse. 

In  summary,  the  conclusions  reached  are  as  follows. 

(1)  The  overall  size  and  shape  of  the  PRECEDE  11  image  is  reason¬ 
ably  consistent  with  the  calculated  sire  and  shape  based  on  contours  of 
constant  brightness.  This  comparison  involved  the  gross  dimensions  of  the 
pulse  which  are  approximately  1.3  km  a  1 ong- the- f i e Id  and  70  meters  across- 
the-field.  No  high  spat i a  1 -rcso lut i on  or  intensity  comparisons  can  be  made. 


( JM  lor  the  I.XliHDI: :  SPfl.TKAL  image,  the  predicted  rad  i  ance  dis¬ 
tribution  is  in  gross  disagreement  with  the  reduced  photograph  i  e  data  from 
tin.'  on-hoard  camera,  at  least  for  the  region  within  a  few  meters  of  the 
electron  gun.  In  this  region,  the  radiance  data  are  as  much  as  urders-of- 
mugni tude  larger  than  the  code  prediction.  This  conclusion  appears  to  he 
qualitatively  supported  by  the  preliminary  ground-based  photographic  data, 
although  a  firm  conclusion  regarding  this,  and  also  the  beam  behavior 
farther  from  the  gun,  cannot  be  made  until  absolute  intensities  are 
assigned  to  these  data. 

It  appears  that  there  is  something  akin  to  the  beam  plasma  dis¬ 
charge  ( BI’Dl  phenomenon  occurring  in  tiie  I.XCF.PH : SPICTRAI.  experiment  that 

O 

serves  to  greatly  enhance  the  emission  rate  of  SPII-A  photons  and  to  enlarge 
the  beam,  at  least  in  the  vicinity  of  the  electron  gun.  A  It  hough  the 
phenomenon  is  not  well  understood,  it  is  believed  that  in  a  HP1 »  additional 
ionization  is  produced  through  a  cascade  effect  or  discharge  in  which  the 
plasma  electrons  are  heated,  possibly  by  cyclotron  waves,  to  energies  where 
thev  can  ionize  the  .ambient  neutral  gas  to  levels  greatly  exceeding  those 
produced  by  the  beam  itself  (Reference  x-o) . 

The  secondin'}'  electron  energy  spectrum,  under  B1M >  conditions,  is 
likely  to  be  very  different  from  that  which  exists  for  a  normal  beam,  or 
under  conditions  following  \-ruy  or  beta-part i c 1 e  deposition  in  a  nuclear 
environment.  The  implication  is  that  certain  conclusions  drawn  from 
spectral  observations  of  spatial  regions  where  a  BPP  is  operating  may  not 
be  applicable  to  the  nuclear  case.  for  example,  the  excitation  rate  of 
N^l'v-l),  leading  to  CO  vi  bralumi  nescencc ,  may  be  quite  different,  relative 

O  ~ 

to  the  x»>ll-A  emission  rate,  under  BP  1 )  conditions  than  it  is  under  "normal" 
cond i t i ons . 


liven  though  BPP  conditions  may  occur  in  a  region  near  the  electron 
gun,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  at  some  distance  along  t lie  beam, 
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sutY  ic  i  out  1  y  far  from  the  gun ,  the  current  of  electrons  drops  to  a  sub- 
crir icai  \alue  where  the  HPP  can  no  longer  he  maintained.  Thereafter,  the 
beam  ■'hould  In-have  in  a  "normal"  manner.  For  TXCTPT.  diagnostic  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  planning  future  liXCTPI:  experiments,  it  is  very  important  to 
he  able  to  distinguish  between  these  regions. 

To  help  clarify  the  applicability  of  ('resent  and  future  T.XfFPI. 
data  for  use  in  upgrading  our  nuclear  (infrared)  predictive  codes,  we  make 
the  following  recommendations. 

(1)  Utilize  available  data  and/or  theory  to  confirm  the  presence 
of  the  HP  [I  phenomenon  in  PXt'MU  experiments.  Tor  example,  from  the  available 
spectral  data  obtained  in  the  TXCTDT. : SPfiC THAI,  experiment,  determine  the 
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intensity  ratios  for  selected  lines  and  bands  (including  .V.)]  1  A/ 1 .  a  am)  and 
compare  them  with  corresponding  ratios  measured  (or  computed)  for  the  aurora. 
Significant  differences  may  be  indicative  of  a  HPP  phenomenon  in  the  electron 
beam. 

(2)  If  HPP  is  confirmed,  utilize  all  relevant  data,  together  w i t h 
applicable  theory  as  necessary,  in  an  attempt  to  delineate  those  spatial 
regions  where  the  HPP  and  "normal"  conditions  apply. 

(.V)  In  planning  future  l.XCTiPT.  experiments,  incorporate  measure¬ 
ments  from  a  platform  sufficiently  removed  from  the  electron  accelerator  to 
permit  an  unobstructed  view  over  a  considerable  length  of  the  electron 
beam.  In  addition  to  reasons  advanced  elsewhere  for  such  a  stand-off 
platform,  the  possible  presence  of  a  HPP  in  the  vicinity  of  the  electron 
gun  adds  further  impetus  to  this  requirement. 
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University  of  Alaska 
ATTN:  N.  Brown 
ATTN:  T.  Oavis 
ATTN:  Technical  Library 

Analytical  Systems  Engineering  Corp 
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R.  Lelevier 
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